Makeup Notes





It is more hygienic if you have your own makeup but if you are sharing we recommend –


lipstick - use a lip brush and wipe the top of the stick clean between users


lip pencil – sharpen before a new user applies it


foundation can be shared if you use your own sponge or brush and lightly wipe the makeup surface clean


blusher and Natural Glow – use your own brush


eye pencil – sharpen before a new user applies it


eye shadow – use your own applicator and gently wipe the makeup surface clean


We don’t recommend that you share mascara or liquid eye liner.





Lipstick: Revlon Red is recommended as other colours fade under lights. Farmers stores still carry this colour although it is an old one ($24.95). If you don’t have it, please use the chorus one.


Lip pencil: Revlon red if possible, otherwise a Post Box red.


Nail polish: Revlon red (chorus has some stock). An alternative is Lancome No2 which “peels off” but it is expensive. For most singouts, clean natural nails are fine.


Blusher: Revlon tawny peach 02 is recommended but as this is an older colour it is going out of stock (on special at some chemists, $23.25). Acceptable alternatives are


Constance Carol (Farmers) shade 27 Mallow Rose


Eyeliner or pencil – black. If your eyelids are sensitive, try the Almay “Amazing lasting” eye pencil that rotates in and out of its case and is soft.


Mascara: black, waterproof – even if wearing false eyelashes, we recommend a coating of mascara to blend false and natural lashes, especially if your own lashes are light.


Eyelashes – Manicare D is recommended but if you wear glasses you may need to find a shorter size, say C or B. If you have naturally long lashes, go up to an E.  Manicare are not making these anymore and we are waiting to hear about alternative stock - though you can still find stock in suburban chemists.


Foundation: “two shades darker” than the one that matches your skin. Because we are not on stage for very long, we are not wearing stage makeup, but look for a smudge free/ all day type (eg Revlon Colorstay) that “sets”. 


Natural glow: summer shade, in loose or pressed form (not Natural Complexion, this latter is foundation). The pressed comes with a small brush. The loose needs a blusher brush. Chorus has some stock of this. (A good coating of natural glow is generally enough makeup for a daytime performance under ordinary lighting).


Eye makeup: suggested colours are Revlon Pink Shell Matte (a pinky beige) for under the brow bone and Revlon Ranch Mink (a dark, warm chocolate) for the lid. As these are old stock colours, alternatives are


Maybelline Honey Beige and Crème de Cacao singles are a good match (around 5.95 for each). The Sienna Sunset duo is close but neither colour is quite right. The four pack “Chocolate” also contains suitable colours.


Constance Carol (Farmers) matte colours 54 and 59, though the dark is a bit too grey (4.95 each)


Revlon “Barefoot” is a (rough) replacement for Pink Shell. Use it wet to get a darker colour ($12.50)


Revlon “Coffee Bean” quad pack ($25)


We did check out the $2 shop version but the product is very crumbly and difficult to apply well, as well as being too dark.


Makeup remover: cold cream, Dove soap or Ponds/Dove/Simple/etc cleaning pads all work well. Almay (Unichem) make an eye makeup cleaner pad for those of us with sensitive eyes.





Maybelline product is available at most supermarkets.





Makeup brush sets are available at most chemists and department stores – some sets have an eyeshadow applicator, mini blush brush, lip brush and eye shadow blending brush in a little container. The Manicare sets are good quality at a moderate price but check the Warehouse too (although really El Cheapo ones tend to shed their bristles all over you).





Eyelash care:


The packets sometimes have instructions on them about cleaning.


Soak them in meths overnight or use a cotton bud with meths to peel away the old glue – do this as soon as you can after wearing them. The meths helps to disinfect them as well.


Treated nicely, a pair of lashes should last several years at least.


The glue in the Manicare packets goes off quickly. Always check your glue well before you need it – a pin in the makeup bag is useful for opening a new tube or clearing a blocked one. There is spare glue in the chorus makeup kit.


The narrowest bit goes closest to your nose….and don’t be afraid to trim them if they are too wide.





